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Abstract 
In this study, the teachers were asked for their opinions in order to determine the effects of new education system introduced in 
2012 on visual arts classes. The study is a quantitative research conducted using interview method. The sample of the study 
includes 12 visual arts teachers working in the center of Kastamonu. The interview questions developed by the researcher were 
used as a means of data gathering. The findings of the study showed that teachers have negative opinions about the current 
situation of visual arts classes within the new compulsory education system.  The teachers think that visual arts classes are 
overlooked in the new system; they do not find it right that it is elective for certain grades and they find course hours of 
compulsory classes inadequate.  
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1. Introduction 
Human being is a living creature in need of multi-directional education (Alakus & Mercin, 2007). Therefore, 
education should be given in a systematic manner in accordance with certain objectives and in an order. Education 
systems were developed to serve this purpose. An education system consists of educational organizations and 
schools all over the country established by the state in order to meet requirements of all members of a nation, to 
enforce their rights for education and to provide the benefits a country expects to gain from education (Basaran, 
2006). Assuming responsibility of provide education for the people of the future, our education system should 
constantly renew itself as required to keep up with the times and it should be in the course of meeting requirements 
of the change itself (Bolukoglu, 2002). As a requirement of this approach, duration of compulsory education was 
increased to 12 years. It starts from primary education to be graduated from high school. In addition, there is at least 
one university in each province to achieve that young population should be educated as long as possible. 
With the new regulation extending compulsory education from 8 years to 12 years, target is to increase average 
years of education in total population, to reduce regional differences in schooling rate and democratization of 
education system.  Period of 12 years is divided into three levels with the introduction of compulsory progressive 
education of 12 years.  The first level is primary school of 4 years (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades), the second level is 
secondary school of 4 years (5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades), and the third level is high school of 4 years (9th, 10th, 
11th and 12th grades) (MEB, 2012). Particularly the second level, namely secondary schools, enables students to be 
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free and to have right of changing decision as free individuals in the course of education as a requirement of social 
society and democratic state approach. This freedom is provided through “elective courses”. Elective courses shall 
not be applied in primary schools but secondary and high schools.  
One of the most important innovations within the new educational system is to offer visual arts classes for 
students in order to accomplish to increase an individuals’ awareness about their own emotions and imagination. 
Visual arts are included as a compulsory course of one hour for each grade at primary school and secondary school 
levels. This course shall be taught by class teachers at primary school level. At secondary school level, students shall 
be able to choose visual arts classes with options of two or four course hours.   
Unlike continuous education system of 8 years, new education system allows branch teachers to teach at 
secondary school level while they could teach visual arts at 4th and 5th grade levels.  
In the light of this information, our objective was to take opinions of teachers about current situation with visual 
arts classes within the new education system. We think that determining reflections of new Turkish education 
systems on arts education is important and valuable due to contributions to literature in this field.   
2. Methodology 
This part of our study provides assessment methods and analysis of the data. 
2.1. Method and sample 
This study is a quantitative study carried out by means of interview. Interview is applied with an attempt to 
understand unobservable aspects such as experiences, beliefs, attitudes, opinions, intents, comments, mental 
perceptions and reactions (Yildirim & Simsek, 2006).  The objective of this study is to provide insights about 
problems experienced in visual arts classes at primary education level.  
A total of 546 teachers working at 21 schools under Kastamonu Directorate of National Education in central 
district of Kastamonu constitute the population of the study. In addition, the samples of the study include 12 teachers 
working at 12 primary schools who were selected through simple random sampling method.  
2.2. Data gathering tool  
In this study, semi-structured interview method was used. The primary objective of using this method is to 
prepare the questions before and to provide flexibility in the questions. In this method, researcher prepares the 
questions beforehand.  However, during the interview, interviewed individuals are allowed to re-arrange and discuss 
the questions which were prepared to provide a certain level of flexibility (Ekiz, 2003). To this extent, interview 
questions were prepared by taking literature as a reference. The interview was built on a single question. An expert 
was consulted for the purpose of taking an opinion on validity and reliability of the interview question.   
2.3. Findings 
The teachers were asked “What do you think about visual arts classes in compulsory education system of 12 
years (namely, in the new system)?” Table 1 with responses is given below.  
Table 1. The responses of teachers to the question “What do you think about visual arts classes in compulsory education system of 12 
years (namely, in the new system)?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Responses  f 
 Visual arts classes are very important for students.  
Visual arts classes shall be considered unimportant by students. 
I do not believe that visual arts classes shall be chosen as an elective course. 
I believe families will stop students from choosing for visual arts classes.  
I believe hours of visual arts classes are inadequate. 
I believe arts education is overlooked in the new regulation.  
I found elective courses introduction video in MEB`s website inadequate.  
12 
11 
12 
7 
11 
12 
8 
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3. Conclusion and suggestions 
3.1. Conclusion 
 
This study shows that the teachers have negative opinions about changes in visual arts classes within the new 
compulsory education system of 12 years.  
All of teachers think that the hours of courses are inadequate. These findings are consistent with the findings of 
Arisoy (1994), Ozbudun (1995) and Ozgen (1996). Although Study Group Report on Improvement of Fine Arts 
Education in Turkey (1983) and Report of Specialization Commission on Improvement of Fine Arts Education in 
Turkey (1991) provided that weekly course hours of visual arts should be two hours in primary education, there has 
not been any attempt to implement this in practice. It is seen that the regulation of education system did not provide 
any solution for inadequacy of weekly course hours.  
The teachers think that families shall not choose elective visual arts classes due to their unawareness in arts 
education.  In general, families motivate their children for occupations with “guaranteed chances of finding a job” 
and “easy employment opportunity” where numerical courses are important (Buyruk, 2009). This situation is 
consistent with study findings. 
3.2. Suggestions 
 
The teachers` opinions provided that new education system is inadequate in meeting their expectations. 
Additional regulations may be introduced with respect to teachers’ opinions about problems in educational system. 
Attempts should primarily focus on preventing risk of underestimating this course which has the same importance as 
majors.  
In particular, the families and the students should be provided with information about elective courses. 
Information and videos in the internet site of MEB may be extended.  The studies encouraging arts education are 
suggested.  
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